Why is there an increase in ROP in recent years?
During a 12 year period (1975-1987) the incidence of blindness and partial sight due to ROP in the Netherlands was constant at approximately 3/100,000 live births. However the incidence appears to be rising since. Probable causes are an increasing number of twin and triplet births associated with assisted reproduction, an increasing mean maternal age, but the largest contribution is formed by the growing number of "relatively low risk" children not referred to university clinics due to screening problems.